
NEOLA UPDATES

Policy # Title Changes
131 Legislative/Policymaking The revisions to Bylaw 0131 incorporate rulemaking notice requirements as set forth in F.S. 120.81(1)(d).

131.1 Technical Corrections
The revisions to Bylaw 0131.1 include (1) a new option for when a technical correction may be made to policies, (2) new language specifying that technical corrections 
must be of a non-substantive nature, and (3) a new option regarding the process to implement technical corrections.

165 Governing Board Meetings Change of Policy references, removal of legal reference, change of phrase "The sessions" to "Meetings", change of word "statute" to "law"
165.2 Regular Meetings Rescind - this policy language has been incorporated into 165
165.3 Special Meetings Rescind - this policy language has been incorporated into 165

166 Exempt Meetings Rescind - this policy language has been incorporated into 165

169.1
Public Participation at Board 
Meetings

Change "Chairman" to "Chair".  In light of the decision of the Court in Moms for Liberty – Brevard County, FL, et al. v. Brevard Public Schools, et al. (Case No. 23-10656), 
Neola has proactively reviewed Policy 0169.1 and incorporated changes based on the decision. Other revisions have been included to strengthen the policy.

4425 Nursing Mothers

Rescind (information now in 8280 - Policy renumbered and rewritten) Neola recommends that Policy 4425 be rescinded. The provision for nursing mothers in the Fair 
Labor Standards Act (29 U.S.C. 207) was amended through the adoption of the Federal PUMP Act (29 U.S.C. 219d). The Federal PUMP Act expanded the classifications of 
employees eligible for protection, including, but not limited to, teachers and managers. Neola recommends that school boards review and adopt Policy 8280 (Lactating 
Employees) as it incorporates the new provisions from the PUMP Act.

8280 Nursing Mothers Renumbered policy - previously 4425 - and rewritten based on amendments to the Fair Labor Standards Act (see above)

2340
Field and other School-Sponsored 
Trips

Based on NEOLA's proactive review of Policy 2340, a number of potential revisions were identified to strengthen the policy for compliance purposes. The revisions include 
the following: (1) re-titling the policy to specify that it applies to "school-sponsored trips"; (2) new definitions for "school-sponsored events or activities," "field trip," "extra-
curricular,"; (3) requirements for parental notification/permission; (4) revised language regarding acceptance of gifts/unauthorized compensation; and, several new legal 
references.  Of note, the new definitions and parental notification/permission provisions originate from F.A.C. Rules 6A-10.085 and 6A-10.089.

2423
Career and Technical Education 
Work-Based Opportunities

The revisions to Policy 2423 includes a new title, the removal of outdated terminology related to the Federal School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1994, and the inclusion 
of references to "career and technical education work-based learning opportunities."

2460 Exceptional Student Education

The revisions to Policy 2460 incorporate changes to F.A.C. Rules 6A-6.03028 and 6A-6.03311 related to information and instruction that must be provided to a student 
and a student's parent(s) on self-determination and the legal rights and responsibilities regarding the educational decisions that transfer to the student upon attaining the 
age of eighteen (18).

8405 School Safety and Security The revisions to Policy 8405 incorporate amendments to F.A.C. Rule 6A-1.0018 (effective December 24, 2024).

8406
Reports of Suspicious Activity and 
Potential Threats to Schools The revisions to Policy 8406 incorporate amendments to F.A.C. Rule 6A-1.0018 (effective December 24, 2024).

8500 Food Service Program Combined sections, summarized language, combined in language from 8540 and 8550 so those can be rescinded.
8531 Free and Reduced-Price Meals The revisions to Policy 8531 include the addition of several new legal references, the deletion of one legal reference, and modifications to terminology.
8540 Vending Machines Based on the revisions to Policy 8500, Neola recommends that Policys 8540 and 8550 be rescinded/repealed.
8550 Competitive Food Sales Based on the revisions to Policy 8500, Neola recommends that Policys 8540 and 8550 be rescinded/repealed.
7230 Gifts to the Corporation Policy 7230 replaces Policies 7230V1 and 7230V2.

5410.01
Promotion, Acceleration, Placement 
and Retention The revisions to Policy 5410.01 incorporate amended F.A.C. Rules 6A-6.053 and 6A-6.0533 pertaining to deficiencies in reading and mathematics.

1129 Conflict of Interest Some rewording and information regarding training.
3129 Conflict of Interest Some rewording and information regarding training.
4129 Conflict of Interest Some rewording and information regarding training.

5200 Attendance Proposed Policy Change requested by administration
5600 Student Discipline Proposed Policy Change requested by administration
5500 Student Conduct Proposed Policy Change requested by administration
5610 Out of School Suspension Proposed Policy Change requested by administration
5460 Graduation Requirements Elimination of a legal reference and addition of information on Florida Seal of Arts for diplomas (NEOLA).   

















































































































































Book Policy Manual

Section 5000 Students

Title GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Code *po5460 - Oct 24 and Feb 25 update

Status

Legal F.A.C. 6A-1.09952

F.S. 683.334

F.S. 683.335

F.S. 1002.3105

F.S. 1003.4281

F.S. 1003.4282

F.S. 1003.4285

F.S. 1003.4286

F.S. 1003.4295

F.S. 1003.433

F.S. 1003.435

F.S. 1003.436

F.S. 1003.437

F.S. 1003.453

F.A.C. 6A-1.0995

F.A.C. 6A-1.09961

F.A.C. 6A-1.09963

F.A.C. 6A-6.0573

Adopted May 4, 2023

Last Revised October 5, 2023

5460 - GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
 
It shall be the policy of the Corporation to acknowledge each student's successful completion of the instructional program
appropriate to the achievement of Corporation goals and objectives as well as personal proficiency by the awarding of a
diploma at a fitting graduation ceremony.
 
Standards for Graduation
 
The following credits will be required for promotion and graduation from North Bay Haven Career Academy:
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.3105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4281.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4285.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4286.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4295.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.433.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.435.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.436.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.437.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.453.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0995
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09961
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09963
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-6.0573


 
A. 6 credits to become a sophomore

 
B. 12 credits to become a junior

 
C. 20 credits to become a senior

 
D. 28 credits for graduation and meet the requirements for graduation outlined below. 

 
Receipt of a standard high school diploma from North Bay Haven Career Academy requires successful completion of twenty-
eight (28) credits.
 
The twenty-eight (28) credits shall be distributed as follows:
 
 Subject Credits
  English Language Arts 4
  Social Studies 3
  Mathematics 4
  Science 3

  Fine or performing arts, speech and debate, or career and
technical education 1

  Electives 12
  Basic Physical education 1
 
A financial literacy course consisting of at least one-half (1/2) credit as an elective shall be offered.
 
Effective for students entering grade 9 in the 2023-2024 school year and thereafter
 
Receipt of a standard high school diploma from North Bay Haven Career Academy, requires successful completion of
twenty-eight (28) credits.
 
The twenty-eight (28) credits shall be distributed as follows:
 
 Subject Credits
  English Language Arts 4
  Social Studies 3
  Mathematics 4
  Science 3

  Fine or performing arts, speech and debate, or career and
technical education 1

  Electives 11.5
  Basic Physical education 1
  Personal Financial Literacy and Money Management .5
 
High school students will be provided opportunities to take computer science courses and earn technology-related industry
certifications to satisfy high school graduation requirements. Computer science courses and technology-related industry
certifications that are identified as eligible for meeting mathematics or science requirements for high school graduation will
be included in the Course Code Directory.

The required credits may be earned through equivalent, applied, or integrated courses or career education courses as
defined in F.S. 1003.01(4), including work-related internships approved by the State Board of Education and identified in
the course code directory. However, any must-pass assessment requirements must be met.
 
An equivalent course is one (1) or more courses identified by content-area experts as being a match to the core curricular
content of another course, based upon a review of the State academic standards and includes real-world applications of a
career and technical education standard used in business or industry. An integrated course includes content from several
courses within a content area or across content areas.
 
The earning and awarding of high school credits will be in accordance with Florida law including, but not necessarily limited
to, the provisions of F.S. 1003.4282 and those identified in the Student Progression Plan.
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For courses that require Statewide standardized end-of-course assessments, a minimum of thirty percent (30%) of a
student's course grade shall be comprised of performance on the Statewide standardized end-of-course assessment.
 
In order to graduate, students must earn passing scores on the Florida State Assessment (State-mandated testing) or
scores on a standardized test that are concordant with passing scores on the State-mandated testing. Additionally, a
student must earn a cumulative GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale.
 
High School Diploma
 
The Corporation shall award a standard high school diploma to every student enrolled in this Corporation who meets the
requirements of graduation established by this Corporation or who properly completes the goals and objectives specified in
his/her IEP including either the exemption from or the requirement to complete the State-mandated tests and the
recommendation of the IEP Team.
 
Each student's standard high school diploma will include, as applicable, the following designations, if the student meets the
criteria:
 

A. Scholar Designation

In order to earn the Scholar Designation, the student must, in addition to the requirements for a standard high
school diploma, satisfy the following:
 

1. English Language Arts (ELA) - Pass the 11th grade ELA State assessment.
 

2. Mathematics - Earn one (1) credit in Algebra II or an equally rigorous course and one (1) credit in statistics
or an equally rigorous course. Students must pass the Geometry State assessment.
 

3. Science - Pass the Statewide standardized Biology I end-of-course assessment and earn one (1) credit in
chemistry or physics and one (1) credit in a course equally rigorous to chemistry or physics.
 

4. Social Studies - Pass the Statewide standardized United States History end-of-course assessment.
 

5. Foreign Language - Earn two (2) credits in the same foreign language.
 

6. Electives - Earn at least one (1) credit in an Advanced Placement, or a dual enrollment course.
 

B. Industry Scholar Designation

In order to earn the Industry Scholar Designation, a student must, in addition to the requirements for a standard
high school diploma, attain one (1) or more industry certifications on the Florida Department of Education's current
Industry Certification Funding List.

 
Students and parents shall be provided information about diploma designations through an online education and career
planning tool, which allows students to monitor their progress toward the attainment of each designation.
 

Florida Seal of Fine Arts Program

 

Additionally, students who develop an exemplary level of proficiency in the performing or visual arts may be awarded a seal
on a standard high school diploma through the Florida Department of Education's (FLDOE) Florida Seal of Fine Arts
Program. Beginning with the 2024-25 school year, students are eligible for the Florida Seal of Fine Arts if they meet the
following requirements:

 

A. The student earned a standard high school diploma.
 

B. The student completed at least three (3) year-long courses in dance, music, theatre, or visual arts with a grade of
"A" or higher in each course, or earned three (3) sequential course credits in such courses with a grade of "A" or
higher in each course pursuant to F.A.C. 6A-1.09441.
 

C. The student completed at least two (2) of the following requirements:
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The Corporation shall maintain records showing which students earned the Florida Seal of Fine Arts and report such
information to the FLDOE in accordance with F.A.C. 6A-1.0014.

Honorary Diploma
 
An honorary diploma may be awarded in the case of such unfortunate circumstances as the severe disability or death of a
student prior to graduation. The student must have been a senior in good standing to meet the requirements of graduation
established by the Corporation at the time of the disability/death.
 
Early Admission Program
 
High school graduation by means of the Early Admission to College Program is an alternative for the college-bound student
during the normal senior year in high school. When the prescribed Corporation conditions as set forth in the student
handbook have been met, the student shall be awarded a high school diploma with the regular high school graduating
class. The official college transcript shall be made a part of the student's high school permanent record file.
 
When students leave high school as Early Admission to College Program students, they may participate in graduation
exercises with their graduation class and may be ranked in the class pursuant to Policy 5430.
 
Early High School Graduation
 
For the purposes of this policy, the term early graduation means graduation from high school in less than eight (8)
semesters or the equivalent by completion of the required number of credits.
 
A student also has the option of early graduation if the student has completed a minimum of twenty-eight (28) credits and
otherwise meets the requirements for graduation.
 
A student who graduates early may participate in graduation exercises including senior recognition day and ceremony. The
student will not be included in the class ranking, honors, and award determinations.
 
Certificate of Completion
 
A student who completes the minimum number of credits and other requirements for graduation but cannot earn a passing
score on the State mandated testing, achieve a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent, or
complete all other applicable requirements prescribed by the Corporation pursuant to Florida statutes shall be awarded a
certificate of completion in a form prescribed by the State Board of Education.
 
Notice to Students and Parents
 
The Corporation will notify students and parents, in writing, of the requirements for a high school diploma from North Bay
Haven Career Academy, available designations, and the eligibility requirements for State scholarship programs and
postsecondary admissions.
 
Commencement Exercises
 

1. completed a fine arts International Baccalaureate, advanced placement, dual enrollment, or honors course
with a grade of "B" or higher;
 

2. participated in a Corporation or Statewide organization's juried event as a selected student participant for
two (2) or more years (a "juried event" means a Corporation or Statewide organization's event where a
student or group of students are judged by one (1) or more judges on the selected fine arts discipline of their
choosing and receive a scored rating and written or oral feedback);
 

3. recorded at least twenty-five (25) volunteer hours of arts-related community service in their community and
presents a comprehensive presentation on their experiences pursuant to Corporation;
 

4. submits a portfolio that demonstrates the student is an exemplary practitioner of fine arts, as described in
F.A.C. 6A-1.09952; or,
 

5. received Corporation, State, or National recognition for the creation and submission of an original work of art
(i.e., a musical or theatrical composition, visual artwork, or choreographed routine or performance created by
the student).
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Commencement exercises will include only those students who have successfully completed requirements for a high school
diploma from North Bay Haven Career Academy, early High School Graduation, Early Admission to College Program, or a
certificate of completion for graduation as certified by the high school principal. No student who has completed the
requirements for graduation shall be denied a diploma as a disciplinary measure. A student may be denied participation in
the ceremony of graduation when personal conduct so warrants.
 
Students are permitted to lawfully wear dress uniforms of any of the Armed Forces of the United States or of the State at
their graduation ceremony.
 
Effective 7/1/23
Revised 10/5/23
 
© Neola 2023
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